mz 106 Cottage Street, East Berlin 
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Elmer W. Stearns (1861-1932) & Luella Woods 


4 Victorian 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 021 
1896 Elmer Stearns present owner: Marguerite Ringwold 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. —" 


1896 present owners: Robert & Dawn Fischer 


Genealogy 


Elmer W. Stearns was born in 1861 in New Hampshire. He married Luella Woods. They has children 
including Harold. Elmer worked as a purchasing agent for a brick company. Elmer died in 1932 and is 
buried in Wilcox, Cemetery. Luella is buried in Wilcox Cemetery. 
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The Elmer W. Stearns House has a two-bay facade with two shallow gabled 
side ells slightly lower than the main ridgeline. The left entry is 
modern. All windows have peaked hoods above triple raised panels, and 
are fitted with 2-over-2 sash. Front and side gable peaks feature 
moldings across the rake ends, staggered-butt shingles, single attic 
lights, rake-end brackets with raised floral designs, and simple 
vergeboards with slats on a recessed central panel. There is a one- 
story parallel rear extension. 


DESCRIP TION (Continued! 


Architecturally, the Elmer W. Stearns house is significant as a well- 
preserved example of Victorian Vernacular housing. Decorative wood- 
work, the hallmark of the style, is seen here in the window hoods, the 
porch posts and brackets, and in the treatment of the gable peaks. 


Historically, the Elmer W. Stearns House is significant as a good 
example of the type of working-class housing built in Berlin in the 
last years of the 19th century. Unlike many of his neighbors, Stearns 
did not work for Berlin Iron Bridge Company, but as a purchasing agent 
for one of Berlin's brick companies. He purchased the house and lot 
in 1896 from builder Oliver Kent, who was heavily involved in the East 
Berlin real estate market in the 1890s. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


1900 Census 
BerlinLand Records 44:317 (1896) 
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